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Condemnation and Execution 
O F 


Prince Nicolas Wolinski, 


Great Hunter and Maſter of the Cabinet (or 
Prime Miniſter) to her Imperial Majeſty the 
late CZARIN A of Raſſia. 


Who was accuſed by his.. Country of , being an 
Enemy to her Majeſty*#"Ggvernment, and con- 
triving the Subverſion thereof, by traiterouſly 
Oppreſſing and defrauding the Subjects in his 
Exactions, and deceiving the Empreſs by falſe 
and pernicious Councels, for which he was exe- 
cuted on the 12th of Fuly laſt, 


With a particular Relation of his taking Leave 


of his Children, the Death of his Lady, who 


expired with Grief at their Interview, the 
Manner of his Beheading and laſt Farewell to 
the Spectators. | 


—— — = 


By M. MENZzZIKOwIT ZE, a Native of Ruſſia. 
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An AUTHENTICK 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
Proceedings, &c. 


HE Empire of Rufia, which 
25 before the Time of Peter the 
| 7 Si Great, was ſcarce known in 
| Europe, or at beſt no other- 
SSSR wile than as a Country, inha- 
bited by Brutes and Boors, has within a Cen- 
tury ſhook off the Ruſt of Ages, and be- 
come the Admiration of its Neighbours z it 
is now to be eſteem'd inferior to none in Arts 
and Sciences, or in military Expeditions and 
_ Po- 


go, there was no ſuch Thing as a Prime Mi- 
 niſter to be heard of, has within theſe few 
Tears been governed by as regular and well 
concerted Syſtem of Politicks as the moſt 


— — — — — — — 
_— — — — — — a ns — * — 
— — 2 — " _ » * 


free, ſhould not groan under ſuch a Weight 


(6) 


Politicks ; that Country where a Century a- 


polite of us can boaſt, Their Miniſters, 


«Generals, &c. have been raiſed; for their 


Merit alone, and if by being intoxicated with 
Ambition they have made an ill Uſe of that 
Favour, which placed them near the Throne, 


and abaſed the Protection of their Soveriegn 
by oppreſſing their Fellow Subjects, the 


Royal Ear has been conſtantly open to the 
Meaneſt who have ſought Redreſs ; and the 
vain Favourite, elated with his Succeſs, has 
been given up to the Complaints of the Peo- 
ple, ſtripp*d of all his ill- got Plunder, and 


met with the juſt Reward of his Perfidy; 
how happy would it be for the People if 
Sovereigns, who boaſt themſelves Lords of 


Nations more civilized, would follow this 


great, this good Example, and be ever rea- 
dy to hear the Cries of their Subjects op- 
preſs'd by powerful Villany, which daily 


abuſe the too credulous, or too indolent 
Monarch. Even we, who boaſt ourſelves 


of 
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of le e rapacious Plunderers were 
to be called to a ſtrict Account, and con- 
ſtrained to refund their ill-got Gains into the 
publick Treaſury. Notwithſtanding that 
ſeems at preſent impoſſible, while Corruption 
bears ſuch univerſal Sway, it may not be a- 
Miſs to ſhew how neighbouring Nations treat 
thoſe Tramplers of their Rights, that my 
Countrymen may ſee what ought to be done 
in ſuch a Caſe, and that the Perſons guilty 
may make them ſome Amends by diſcon- 
tinuing their male Practices for the future, 
and each may ſay to himſelf in him; Felix 
gquem faciunt aliena Pericula cautum. 


Tux Subject of the following Narration was 
a Gentleman who had received as many 
Favours from his Sovereign, as any one poſ- 
Kbly could: He was exalted to a very emi- 
nent Station in theRyſſian Court; yet ſo badly 
did he apply the Great Truſt and Authority 
repoſed in him, that the very Sovereign, 
who had promoted Him, was conſtrained to 
give him up to his injured Country, and 
condemn the Traytor, tho* ſhe pitied and 
eſteem'd the Man. == 


= B 2 | IT 


(8) 


Ix will be neceſſary before we come to 
the Particulars of the Cataſtrophe of this un- 
happy Gentleman, to take a ſhort View of 
the fatal Meaſures he engaged in, which at 


laſt brought him to a ſhameful and igno- 


minious End; and which if they had not, 
muſt, at laſt, have involved his Empreſs, 
her Adherents, and his Country in one ge- 


-neral Ruin, 


Wori1NnsK1 had fora long Time en- 
joyed his Empreſs's Favour to a very emi- 
nent Degree; he poſſeſſed ſeveral Poſts of 
conſiderable Honour and' Profit, was privy 
to their ſecret Counſels and Tranſactious of 


State, and was, as we ſtile it, at the Helm of 
Affairs; yet notwithſtanding he was thus 
careſſed, he could not at the ſame Time de- 
fiſt from following the Dictates of his own 
villainous Inclinations, by counterplotting 
thoſe Schemes, which by his Poſt he was o- 


bliged to encourage, and by ſecretly joining 
with thoſe Enemies which in his Office, as 


Miniſter, he was to endeavour to diſconcert 
and 1. 
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Ir is notorious to every one that ſome 
time ago, a Dilcovery was made of a Nego- 
ciation being carried on between Sweden and 
the Porte, which muſt have been very pre- 
judicial, if not entirely deſtructive to the 


Ruſſian Empire. This Negotiation was carri- 


ed on thro* the Chicanery of the Court of 
France, who has convinced all Europe of late 
Years what a troubleſome Neighbour ſhe is 
to ſeveral Potentates, By what means, this 
ſecret Tranſaction was diſcover'd is yet un- 
known to the World; but the Death of the 
unhappy Major Sinclair, it is thought gave 
the firſt Light to the unravelling this dark 


and intricate Myſtery. By whom that un- 


fortunate Gentleman was deprived of Life, I . 


can't take upon me to ſay, nor is it our Buſi- 


neſs here to examine into, or ſearch into the 
Reflections, which at that Time were made 
by ſeveral Courts on the Ruſſians; let it ſuf- 
fice, that the Cz AR IN a publiſhed a Ma- 
nifeſto, wherein ſhe clear'd her Miniſters 
from any Odium that might be thrown on 
them or her upon that Occaſion. 


Ho w- 


(200 


How EVT R, it was this Incident gave 
light, not only into many Machinations, and 
Intrigues of the Court of France, but alſo 
the Deſigns of ſeveral other Potentates in ac» 
tual Combination with her; Copies of ſeve- 
ral Papers were privately procured and tranſ- 
mitted to Ruffa, which convinced the 
Carina how far ſeveral of her own Subjects, 
and even thoſe ſome of the neareſt to her 
Perſon, were concerned in the black Deſigu 
of creating Diſturbances in the North, and. 
conſequently of diſturbing the Tranquillity 
of Europe in general. Among Numbers 
who were afterwards found in this Conſpira- 
cy, the unhappy Wolinſti proved to be one 
of the firſt; nay, ſo far was he involved in 
the-horrid Contrivance, that he who ſhared 
an equal Share in his royal Miſtreſs*'s Favour 
with the higheſt, was foremoſt to ſet afoot 
the Subverſion of her Government, and be- 
tray his Country to it's foreign and avowed 
Enemy the Swede; but their ſecret Tranſ- 
actions and Correſpondence being betrayed, + 
the Czarina, by the Advice and Aſſiſtance 


of the brave Count Munich, the Duke of 


Courland, and that upright and indefatigable 
M miſter Count Ofterman, called a Conſulta- 
tion 
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tion of them and others, her moſt truſty and 
able Counſellors of State, to debate what 
Meaſures were propereſt to take in ſuch a 
Dilemma, who accordingly aſſembled pri- 
vately at her Palace a little Diſtance from 
Peterſburgh , where, being met, She open- 
ed to them the Occaſion of their meeting at 
ſuch an Emergency in a Speech, to the fol- 
lowing Purport; That, notwithſtanding 
* ſhe had endeavoured to do every thing in 
her Power for the Safeguard and enriching 
* her Subjects; That notwithſtanding God 
* had bleſſed her Endeavours with unex- 
ce pected Succeſs, had given her Arms to 
* conquer and made her victorious over the 
„Common Enemy, the Turk; where- 
by ſhe hoped ſhe had now eſtabliſhed 
Peace in her Dominions, and given an 
© Opportunity for her Subjects ta extend, 
* and carry on their Trade in Security to 


the fartheſt Parts of the Earth; yet ſhe 


* had received certain Informations and un- 
* deniable Proofs that ſeveral of her Sub- 
« jets, (whom ſhe had careſſed more than 
others, being deceived by their ſeeming 
* Honeſty and Zeal to ſerve her,) had con- 
< ſpired together, influenced by the Bribes 

* and 
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« and other flatteringPromiſes of the Swedi/h 
« Miniſters to betray her and their Coun- 
&« try, and for that Purpoſe, and the better 
< to perpetrate that horrid Deſign, had not 
% only kept an unlawful and ſecret Correſ- 
pondence abroad, but by frequent and un- 
precedented Cruelties and Exactions had 
e render*d her Government diſagreeable to 
her Subjects at Home z to prevent which, 
and juſtly to puniſh them according to their 
Demerits, was the Reaſon of her calling 
« them to her Aſſiſtance, and hoped they 
« would duely conſider it and advice her for 
< the beſt: Concluding with an appeal 
to the Deity, that Cruelty was the furtheſt 
Thing from her Nature, and praying, that 
he would conduct her and them thro' this 
perilous Affair, that nothing but Juſtice or 
Mercy if there was any Room might predo- 


minate. 
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Accoxp ISI the proper Proofs 
and Vouchers being laid before them, they 


proceeded to debate on what was beſt to be 


done, and came to this Reſolution that if 
was abfolutely neceſſary to ſeize the Per- 


{ons and Papers, of Wolinſti, in particular. 
3 and 
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5 and his Accomplices immediately, accord- 
— ingly he was taken in Bed, in the Dead b 
r 8 Night, and conveyed under a ſtrong Guard 


£ do the Fortreſs, July the 2d. He remained 
; there two Days before Commiſſaries could 

be appointed to examine him, and as our In- 
telligencies in theſe private Conferences myſt 
be very ſlight, it is impoſſible to relate the 
Particulars, and we muſt rely only upon what 
the Court of Peterſburg thinks proper to 
communicate, which Account from the fo- 
reign Gazettes of that Time runs thus: Af- 
ter the ſiezing of the Conſpirators to the 
Number of thirty or more, an extraordinary 
Aſſembly was held, at which aſſiſted the 
principal Members of the Synod ; the Re- 
port of the Commiſſaries who were charged 
with the Examination of the Priſoners in the 
Fortreſs, amongſt whom were ſeveral Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, was deliberated upon in the Aſſem- 
bly, the greateſt Part of the Priſoners were 
order*d to receive Sentence in a few Days, 
and to be executed before the Em preſs came 
from Peterſhoff to Peterſburg, whither ſhe had 
retired upon the firſt Diſcovery of this me- 
lancholy Affair; but as ſhe was willing to 
be preſent at the Examination; or rather 
C 5 formal 
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formal Trial of Welinſti, he was reſerved 


*till ſhe came; and for this Reaſon, becauſe 
when he was apprehended he had given all 
neceſſary Light into the Affairs within his 
Knowledge. The Empreſs ſhew'd with what 
Regret ſhe was obliged to proceed with Ri- 
gour in this Aﬀair, by withdrawing from the 
Scene of Juſtice as ſoon as ſhe had appointed 
propper Commiſſaries, leſt her Mercy ſhould 
too much get the better of what was but Ju- 
ſtice abſolutely neceſſary. And when the 
Report was made to her of their Proceedings, 
ſhe faid with a Perplexity natural to great and 
good Minds: There are many People puilly , 
' their Crimes are very great; I am under 6 
Neceſſity of doing myſelf Fuſtice, I ſhall never- 
 theleſs ſtill exerciſe Clemency. | 


Ax Inſurrection, or ſomething like it, 
' thus nipt in the Bud, and this ſo ſoon after 
the Murder of Sinclair, which I mentioned 
before, gave Riſe to various Speculations 
and Reports, there were not wanting ſome, 
"Tho? but few, that were buſied in defending 
Molinſti, and ſpeaking harſhly of his Oppo- 
nents, while on the other hand his Oppreſſi- 
ons and Extortiogs had got him too many 
an by * Enemies 
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Enemies that their Remonſtrances were born 
down with the Tide, yet this did not hinder 
the Foreign Miniſters and Reſidents from 
endeavouring to ſearch into the Motives of 


ſuch extraordinary Proceedings. This ex- 


tremely diſſatisfied the Court, to find that e- 
very Thing which had any Relation to the 
Court of Ruſſia was very minutely known in 
foreign Countries, and that in ſpite of the 
Precautions taken by the Court to conceal 
the Knowledge of them; as there is ſcarcely 
a Poſſibility to prevent Things from being 
divulged by Means of Foreign Miniſters, 
Count' D*Ofterman took an Opportunity to 
tell ſeveral of the Principal of them in Con- 
verſation; That they ought not too readily 19 
give Credit to the Reports in Relation to public 
Aﬀairs, which were current even in the City 
of Peterſburg, becauſe the Miniſtry found them- 
ſelves obliged to cauſe Things to be related a- 
broad, for which there was not the leaſt foun- 
dation,” as they themſelves ſometimes could not 


but be ſenfible of. The foreign Miniſters con- 


ſidering what was ſaid to them on this Sub- 


ject, as a Sort of a Reprimand did not think 


Proper to enter into any further Explication 
C 2 there- 
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thereupon, than only to tell the Count they 
were ſenſible what he ſaid was Fact. 


MarTTERs were ſtill carried on with the 
utmoſt Secrecy in regard to M. MWolinſti, and 
among the many Things laid to his Charge, 
all the Notice the Publick could get was, 
that he had undoubtedly held private Correſ- 
pondence with the Swediſh Miniſters, and 
had received ſeveral large Remittances from 
thence, to induce him to obſtruct and retard 
the Councils of the Court of Peterſburg till 
their Deſigns were ripe for Execution. The 
Commiſſaries were indefatigable in their Pro- 
ceedings, and the more they ſearched into 
this dark Scene of Villany, the blagker his 
Crimes appeared. He was at firſt, as I ob- 
ſerved before, uſed with leſs Rigour than the 
others, becauſe when he was apprehended he 
ſeemed ready and willing to confeſs all that 
he knew, but this was only an Artifice as 
they found afterwards, to take of the Odium 
from himſelf, and throw it upon his Accom- 
plices ; and in doing this he had given in a 
fallacious Account, which ſeveral of them 
when they. came to die not only confuted, 
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but even accuſed him of Things, which be- 
fore were unknown to the Commiſſaries; a 
F oreign Miniſter who was there at that Time 
writes to his Correſpondent here in the follow- 
ing Manner. © M. Wolinſti continuing to de- 
"© ny ſeveral Things that were laid to his 
Charge, and which there was the ſtrong- 
eſt Reaſon to believe were true was put to 
< the Torture; upon which he acknowledg- 
ed himſelf guilty of many great and im- 

portant Crimes, amongſt the Articles of 
* Accuſation that were brought againſt him, 
e the following were very particular, viz. 
That he had ſaid ſeveral Times to diffe- 


<< rent Perſons, that the Reign of the Ger- 


* mans could not long continue in Ruſſa; 
© that he had expreſs'd himſelf in Terms 
<« which ſnew'd great Diſreſſ pect t to the Per- 
e ſon of the Duke of Courland; and that he 
** had one Day ſaid, that if his Dreams ſhould 
«- prove true the Swedes would be at Peterſ- 
<< Burg before the Year 1741. But beſides 
theſe Things, he was found guilty of ſe- 
veral treaſonable Practices, which were 


inconteſtably proved againſt Him.“ 


«x 
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Thus far the Ambaſſador: After he had paſ- 


ſed ſeveral Examinations, the Commiſſaries 
fs . 0 
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unanimouſly agreed to find him guilty of-. 


Death, and adjudged him to the uſual Dcath 
appointed for Perſons guilty of ſuch capital 
Offences, which was after wards reſpited by 
the Czarina. But as the moſt particular Ac- 
count I can give of the Cataſtrophe of this 
unhappy Miniſter was communicated to me 
by Mr. Menzikowitz a Ruſſian Gentleman; I 

can't do better than give it the Publick in 
his own Words, 


Ar rx the Commiſſaries had given their 


Judgment, their remained only for the Cza- 


rina to confirm it, to paſs Sentence, ſign it, 
and appoint the Execution. Accordingly 
the 10th of Fuly 1740 about five a Clock in 
the Morning, came all. belonging to the 
Court of Juſtice, to the Palace of her Impe- 
rial Majeſty, in particular four Advocates, 
then a Judge, two Generals, and two of the 
Clergy, and laſt two Counſellors, As ſoon 
as they came to the Palace, her Imperial 
Majeſty was informed of it, who had been a- 
bove two hours on her Knees ſteadfaſtly pray- 
ing tothe Almighty Being, that he would in- 
ſpire them with his Divine Grace to do all 
that was right in his Sight, neither had her 
Impe- 
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Imperial Majeſty taken any Refreſhment, nor 


Reſt from Nine a Clock the Morning before. 
Sometime after they had been there her Im- 
perial Majeſty came to the Hall of Audieme, 
and ſetting on the Throne, the Accuſation 


and Sentence of the Criminal Wolinſti was 


read, and when ſhe heard that they had ſen- 


tenced him to have his Tongue pulled out of 


his Mouth, and to be broke alive on the 
W heel, ſhe ſhowed that ſhe was not pleaſed 
at the Sentence in that cruel manner, and 
{aid it was barbarous to deſtroy a Creature in 
in the Way they had propoſed ; for as much 
as Men are Debtors to Nature but once, and 
therefore her Imperial Majeſty mitigated 
the Sentence, and ordered his right Hand 
ſhould be cut off, and then his Head; and 
after the Sentence was drawn up in due Form 
her Majeſty ſigned the ſame; but it would 
break the moſt cruel Heart to ſee this great 
Princeſs, in the Agony which this unlucky 
Incident threw her into, when ſhe took the 
Pen in her Hand to ſign the Dead Warrant, 
a Flood of Tears fell from her Eyes, and 
ſhe was ſo much diſorder'd that ſhe had 
hardly Power to ſign the ſame : Which when 
done, her Majeſty was taken ill, cauſed by 

ö | the 
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the great Grief and Trouble ſhe ſuffered 5 in 
carrying on this grand Affair. Two Prieſts 
which were there, then walked to the Pri- 
ſon in a mournful Manner, wherein was the 
Prince Wolinſti, and when he ſaw the Prieſts, 
he cried out in a deſpairing Manner: Ob | j 
Heaven, now is my Fall certain, thou art too 
Juſt to let this Evil paſs unpuniſhed. The 
Lord Uſchaſchow, after he had been by the 
Prieſts admoniſhed, read the Sentence to 
him as follows : 


c You, NicnolLas WoLiwsxr, have 
© for many Years committed many Acts of 
„ High Treaſon againſt Her Imperial Ma- 
e jeſty: And you have a Thouſand Ways 
<* endeavoured to turn the Kingdom upſide 
«© down: You have, by private Acts of 
« Oppreſſion and Extortion, abuſed the 
* high Power and Confidence we repoſed 
*“ in you, and you have ſo managed that 
% Numbers of our poor Subjects have been 
& ruined by your laying on them continual 
and heavy Taxes, contrary to our expreſs 
« Orders, and without our Privity and Con- 
«« ſent: You have been guilty of the Deaths 
of ſeveral innocent Perſons, who have fal- 

| „ [on 
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& len as Victims to your covetous Temper : 


& And, laſtly, not content with amaſſing 


© to yourſelf immenſe Wealth by privately 
40 plundering and oppreſſing our dear and in- 
jured Subjects, you have been traiterous 
ce to the Truſt which we delegated to you, 
e by robbing our Kingdom and Country of 
& the Treaſures collected for their Uſe, and 
* employing them to protect and encourage 
our Enemies, or to ſatisfy your own ſini- 
ſter Views by enriching or gratifying your 
Dependents and Hirelings. Theſe and ma- 
ny more Things laid to your Charge, our 
Judges, c. have deem'd you guilty of 
High Treaſon againſt our Sacred Majeſty, 
and of being a Traitor to your Country, 
for which Cauſe, and many more wicked 
« Actions, you are condemned to have your 
Tongue pulled out of your Mouth by the 
Roots, and to be broke alive on the Wheel, 
* and to live three Hours before you receive 


* the laſt Stroke, to put you out of your 
« Miſery.” 
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HARD v, had the Lord Uſchachow ſaid 
theſe Words, but the Lord Wolinſti fell into 
2 Swoon, flat on his Face, and the People 
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did all they could to recover him again to 
his Senſes, which with ſome Difficulty they 


effected, and when he recovered, the Lord 
Uſchachow went on thus: 


* Norwir ns TAN DING your Sentence 
*© was as you have heard, and all this you 
have deſerved moſt juſtly, and if it was 
*© poſlible double that Torture, yet hath our 
*© Moſt Gracious Sovereign thought good, 
in part to mitigate your Sentence, which 
* is to have now your Right Hand cut offs 
and then your Head, and ſo thank Hea- 
ven and her Majeſty for ſuch a gracious 
«© Favour,” 


WHEREUPON the Lord Wolinſti made a 
Reverend Bow, before the General, to ſhow 
his Thankfulneſs, after which he was deſired 
by the Preiſt to prepare himſelf to die, and 
he ſeemed to be very eaſy and contented, to 
receive that Lot that was ordered for him; 
he dcfired the Favour only to take a laſt Fare- 
well of his Wife and Children, which was 
denied him, but it coming to the Ear of her 
Majeſty, ſhe gave a preſent Order, that his 
Wife and four Children ſhould fee him. No- 
| | thing 
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thing in the World could be more moving 
than this parting from his Dear Spouſe, for 


ſhe was as beautiful and virtuous as any in 


Ruſſia, ſo took her everlaſting Farewell with 
a flood of Tears; nevertheleſs, ſhe had Cou- 
rage in her Adverſity to incourage him that 
cauſed her great Grief, and Trouble : She 
deſired him to have a true and upright Sor- 
row, for all the Miſdeeds he had done, a- 
gainſt God Almighty, and Her Majeſty, 
« Have Courage my Lord? ſays ſhe, and 
think that Death is always ready for us 
* fromour Birth to the Time of our Depar- 
ture out ofthis World, and this Suffering 
may bring you to everlaſting Life, which 
you by a true Repentance, and truſtingin 
* God's Mercies, will ſurely obtain, alchough 
n juſt and righteous Judgment takes you 
* now from my Tenderneſs, yet be certain, 
< I ſhall accompany you to the Grave; and 
« that tho? I die not by your Side, yet know 
I ſhall only live a moſt troubleſome and 
« melancholly Life, as long as it ſhall pleaſe 
© the Moſt High to make me endure it, and 


„ which will be to me like a continual Death. 


„Come, my dear Children, come forth, 
„ ſaid ſhe, (ſpeaking to her four Children) 
D 2 come, 
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© come, and take a laſt Farewell from your 
«© unfortunate Father, take Notice of him; 


* and be mindful that Wickedneſs however 


<< ſoprivately acted, yet it many times comes 
*© to receive its Reward here openly.” 


Trax Children cried moſt bitterly, but 


their Mother ſaid this without ſhedding a 
Tear however troubled to her Soul. He 
embraced them all one after another, and 
made a ſerious and pathetick Speech, be- 
coming a Chriſtian to them all; exhorting 
them to walk upright and be uſt in all their 
Doings, and to give no Ear to the Devil, 
when he ſhall tempt them with Riches and 
Honour, ſo as not to be brought to that cru- 
el and unhappy End he was. He embraced 
them once again one after the other, and al- 
{to his tender Spouſe, who was hardly got to 
her Houſe, but ſhe was ſeized with a Palpi- 
tation on her Heart, and died in leſs than 
three Hours. This was the End of one of 
the moſt noble Women in all Ruſſia, and 
Heaven ſcem'd by this, to favour her, that 
ſhe did not live to hear of the reproachful 
Neath of her Spoule. 
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THe 12th Day of July, in the Morning 
about Seven o' Clock, the Lord Wolinſti 
was brought out of the Priſon; and after 
the Sentence had been again read to him, he 
ſeem'd to be ſatisfied with it, and defired 
them to proceed in the Execution as foon- 
as they could; for his Life was now become 

a Burthen to him, and the more ſo on the 


ſudden Death of his Spouſe, with which 


they had acquainted him. When the Exe- 
cutioner would have blinded his Eyes, he 
deſired it might not be done; for he was 

certain he ſhould not be afraid, but ſhould 
receive his Death with Gladneſs: And at 
his Requeſt he was not blinded. Then he 
kneeled and made a powerful moving Speech 
to all the People about, and perſuading them 
to be always faithful to her Imperial Majeſty, 
and to merit her Affections. After which 
he made an humble Confeſſion of all his evil 
Deeds, and thank'd God for the Grace that 
was granted to him by her Majeſty's Good- 
neſs, and then having made a fervent Pray- 
er to God by himſelf; firſt his Right Hand 
was cut off; and afterwards kneeling down 
on the Scaffold, he receivedthe Rewards due 


for 


( 26) 
for his wicked Works, by having his Head 
ſever'd from his Body with one Blow. 


TERRE were five of his Accomplices who 
| were brought out of the Fortreſs at the ſame 
| Time ; of which M. Feropkin, Intendant of 
i the Buildings, and M. Krouchoff, Counſellor 

; of the Admiralty were afterwards beheaded 
0 M. Somiono, Vice preſident of the Admiralty, 
| and Commiſſary General, and M. Eichler, 
k Secretary of theCabinet, were alſo condemn- 
ed to die; but the Empreſs remitted the 
Sentence of Death, and the firſt received 
Seventeen and tke other twenty-five Strokes 
of the Knoute, and were baniſhed into Siberia, 
tho? it has always been cuſtomary in Ruſſia 
to confiſcate the whole Eſtate of Perſons ex- 
ecuted for Capital Crimes, yet the Empreſs 
order*d the Patrimony of M. Volinſti to be 
given to his Children, and that only which 
he had acquired under the Crown to be for- 
feited. 


Tuus fell the great Wolinſti, a Man fa- 
mous throughout Ryfſa for his natural Parts, 
and the eminent Degree of Favour he poſſeſ- 
ed with the Empreſs. And all I would ob- 


lerve 


CHF: 


ſerve to my Countrymen is, that it is un- 
happy for them the rapacious Wolinſti's of 
this Kingdom cannot have as nice a Scrutiny 
into their Conduct; for ifthey could it would 
make them diſgorge ſome Millions of the 
publick Plunder, and reimburſe the Nation 
ſome of its moſt grievous Taxes, but as this 
is impoſſible, we may be apt to ſay as they 
themſelves would on Reflection upon this 
Remark, that upon a late extraordinary Af- 
fair it was well for our Wolinſti that He was 


not Prime Miniſter of Ruſſia, 
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